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As President of the Rotary Club of Mumbai Sher-E-Punjab, it is with immense pride
and gratitude that I reflect on the overwhelming success of SPARKLE 2026. Held on
21st and 22nd February 2026, this event was far more than a beauty pageant—it was
a labour of love and a true testament to the dedication, unity, and collective spirit
of every single member of our club.
The vision for SPARKLE was born from our esteemed senior Rotarians, Rtn. Arun
Bhoocher and Rtn. Seema Bhoocher, who saw the potential of a beauty pageant to
amplify the presence of our young and dynamic club, just two and a half years old.
What began as a dream in late 2025 took shape after the new year, when we
embraced it wholeheartedly, with every member channeling their energy and
passion into making it a reality.  From the first week of January, our meetings at
Sher-E-Punjab Gymkhana were filled with purpose and enthusiasm. Members
worked tirelessly—whether reaching out to sponsors, designing publicity material,
coordinating logistics, managing registrations, or handling countless backend
responsibilities. Every task, no matter how big or small, played an important role in
the final success.
I would like to extend my deepest thanks and appreciation to each and every
member who contributed wholeheartedly to this journey. SPARKLE became
possible only because of the teamwork, commitment, and spirit shown by all.   

AASHAYEIN

District Governor: Rtn. Manish Motwani Club President: Rtn. Minishaa I Oberoi
Club Treasurer: Rtn. Naresh Khatri Club Secretary: Rtn. Jotinder S Ahluwalia 

President   Rtn Minishaa I Oberoi 

 The energy and enthusiasm of every participant were truly infectious. We were blessed with wonderful venues at
Sher-E-Punjab Gymkhana and the grandeur of St. Arnold’s Auditorium. The food, décor, ambience, backdrop, and
media coverage were all exceptional, making the event a memorable experience for everyone present.
Most importantly, we were able to raise over ₹3.5 lakhs, which will go toward the noble cause of cancer detection
and cure. This achievement is not of one person, but of every member, sponsor, supporter, participant, and well-
wisher who believed in this cause.
This success belongs to each one of you—your dedication, your belief, and your tireless efforts. From the bottom of
my heart, I thank you all for making SPARKLE 2026 a shining and unforgettable success.

 I am incredibly grateful to our District Governor Dr. Manish Motwani and his wife
Mehek Motwani, our Assistant Governor Dr. Mary Francis, our District Governor
Nominee Mr. Deepak Jiandani and his wife Ujwala Ji, as well as our DS Deepakraj 
 and our dear friends Mr. Unnikrishnan and Sandip Kedia, for their gracious presence,
encouragement, and blessings. Their support added immense value to the occasion.



FUNDRAISER 
DISEASE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT 

Date: 1st Dec 2025
RI Theme: Economic
Community 
Development
Basic Education & 
Development 
Location: Goregaon
Members Present: 1
Beneficiaries: 60 
Project worth : Rs.  1200

The SPARKLE event was a perfect reflection 
of the true spirit and DNA of Rotary in
multiple meaningful ways. Firstly, it fostered
goodwill and strengthened friendships
among members, partners, and participants,
while also creating a positive impact on the
larger community. 

The event upheld the essence of the Rotary 
4-Way Test, ensuring that all actions were
fair, built goodwill, and were beneficial to all
concerned. Secondly, SPARKLE stood out as 
an inclusive platform that truly embraced
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI). 
It welcomed participants across varied age
groups, backgrounds, and experiences,
promoting equal opportunity and respect 
for all. 

Lastly, the event was strongly aligned with 
one of Rotary’s key focus areas—Disease
Prevention and Treatment. By raising funds
and awareness for cancer detection and
cure, it reinforced Rotary’s commitment to
meaningful service and impactful change. 

Overall, SPARKLE was not just an event, but 
a true embodiment of Rotary’s values in
action.

Jotinder s Ahluwalia
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Memories created whilst making of Sparkle 2026 will
remain forever etched in our thoughts. Right from the
day it was conceptualized, further meetings held,
duties assigned, sending flyers, and making calls to
gather participants—then the grooming session,
audition round, and finally the grand event. Truly, a
professionally organized show with excellent backdrop,
huge banners for our sponsors, an LED screen well
managed by Sehej, roping in judges, and attending to
district dignitaries. The ramp walk by our dear
Rotarians—this outcome was never ever imagined by
us. Credit goes to all members who put their 100%,
gracious collection from all sponsors, and a great
bunch of finalists and winners taking the crown. This
was a once-in-a-lifetime project from which we all
learned a lot. Hats off to team RCMSEP!

Rtn. Seema Bhoocher

This marks the first flagship project of SPARKLE 2026, after
the club's charter in 2023, where we witnessed the entire
team coming together, fully united, and steering the project
from the front, each one contributing selflessly—both
financially, getting sponsors, and with time and energy. This
is very heartwarming news. Also, another very important
cause has been taken up under the belt of our club: cancer
detection and cure, which was the main cause for this
fundraiser. For the first time, we all dreamt of a fundraiser,
and very beautifully, the dream came true. The project was
done on a very large scale, and we can even do it on a much
larger scale next year. The best part was the inspiring leader
who led from the front. Thank you all for this great
opportunity, and I will always be there for similar projects
and dreams that our club will foresee.

Rtn. Manoj Sinha 
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Concept of holding a beauty as suggested to be held
to increase the visibility of our club, we all are
grateful that this proposal was gleefully accepted by
President & put forward to our members who whole
heartedly contributed in successfully organizing this
show taking up responsibilities & handling them
efficiently thus creating a long lasting memories, a
professional show of this kind is attributed to all
members who had actively taken part, not to forget
donors whose contributions shall never be  forgotten
& lastly participants from all age groups taking part to
create a history for our new club to give a immense
boast
                                    
Rtn. Arun Bhoocher 

Hello, what seemed—how—what, when, event turned
out to be a success. SPARKLE actually brought sparkle
into the lives of many who had never participated in
such an event. What made it a success was the cause
and the teamwork. Sponsorship received by members
contributed a lot. The registration team, organizing the
elimination rounds up to the finale, was a great
success. Certificates to participants brought a glow on
their faces too. The prizes given, too, required a lot of
effort put in. The food counter, the photoshoot, and
even the coupons sponsored by the concern turned
out to be a success. In short, Rotary Club of Mumbai
Sher-E-Punjab turned it into a fun-filled event.

Rtn. Swati  & Rtn. Naresh Khatri 
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I have recently joined the Rotary Club of
Mumbai Sher-E-Punjab, and my experience
has been awesome and really exciting. The
Sparkle 2026 event was my first event, which
was held collectively by the club. It was a
very, very well-organized, collaborative
event, where the sponsors, the members,
and the participants all came together. With
130 participants, they were all so well-
dressed to match the occasion and theme of
the event. Most importantly, the funds that
were collected were for a very noble cause,
and bringing up this cause, in itself, was a
great experience. I am looking forward to
many, many more such wonderful events.

Rtn. Simran J 

It was truly a wonderful experience being a part of
Sparkle. The entire event was beautifully organized and
carried such a meaningful purpose, raising awareness for
a cause as important as cancer.  What made it even more
special was seeing our own Rotary members step out of
their usual roles and confidently walk the ramp. That
spirit, enthusiasm, and unity were so inspiring to witness.
Personally, I absolutely loved being on stage, it’s
something I genuinely enjoy, and being able to do it for
such a meaningful cause made it all the more fulfilling.
Kudos to everyone involved for putting together such a
graceful and impactful event. Looking forward to many
more such initiatives!

Rtn. Avneet J 
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The vision of Arunji brought great visibility to the Rotary
Club of Mumbai Sher-E-Punjab, and a lot of recognition
came from this event. The event was handled with open-
mindedness. Initially, we did not get immediate
participants from Sher-E-Punjab, but with a quick
discussion, the scope was expanded, and we received
many participants. The age groups were perfect, ranging
from 18 to 80, and teams were formed based on members’
work comfort and choices. Every area was handled
efficiently by the members with full integrity and perfect
intentions—and that was the key to success. As I observed,
personally calling participants added a personal touch and
ensured authentic communication, avoiding gaps that
often create confusion in such events. Even when Monica
missed one participant for the semi-finals and called me at
11 p.m., I also reached out, and the participant was thrilled.
Everything was handled one-to-one, with Monica leading
as head and me as in charge of the B category. This
personal communication saved us from confusion.
Grooming, ramp walk practice, and self-introduction
sessions gave participants confidence and a clear
understanding of the competition. The sponsors and
donations gave us a baseline estimate to cover expenses,
and professional trainers, judges, and the venue were the
icing on the cake, impressing all the guests. The grand
finale was perfectly handled with no confusion at all, and
every member contributed with full dedication. Minishaa—
there are no words to praise her leadership; it was
balanced, unbiased, and confident. She trusted the
members with responsibilities, gave them a free hand, and
guided them through the process whenever needed,
leading beautifully from the front. At the end, everyone
took responsibility for clearing the venue without any
prompting. Simran and Surjit helped me with the heavy
lamp—this small act showed how everyone came forward.
Their contribution was beyond words. It was the maturity,
expertise, unity, team spirit, and unbiased leadership, all
carried out with dedication, passion, and God’s blessings.
It was truly a lifetime experience, and we look forward to
many such formal programs in the future. 

Rtn, Sukarma Khanna 
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One of the most meaningful aspects of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) is the vision of inclusive
growth—ensuring that no one is left behind in the journey
towards progress and opportunity. Being a part of the
Sparkle Beauty Pageant was truly a heartwarming and
enriching experience in this direction.

What made this initiative so special was the collective
spirit and dedication of the club members, who went
beyond just organizing an event. They reached out to
individuals from underprivileged communities,
encouraged them, nurtured their confidence, and stood by
them at every step until they could proudly step onto the
stage. Witnessing this transformation was both inspiring
and deeply moving. This initiative was not just about a
pageant; it was about empowerment, dignity, and creating
a platform where every individual could shine. It reflected
empathy in action and the true essence of service.
I wholeheartedly appreciate the efforts of the RCMSEP
members. May this beautiful journey of uplifting lives
continue to grow and touch many more hearts.

Rtn. Dr. Sunita Sharma

A powerful and sparkling thought culminated into a
successful mega event with multiple dimensions linked
to it. It enhanced club visibility, provided opportunities
for youth and adults to fulfil their dreams, and enabled
fundraising for a meaningful cause. The event was fun-
filled and hosted at a wonderful venue, fostering
fellowship and a great get-together. It also helped us gain
valuable experience in launching and executing large-
scale projects.

Rtn. Sunita Gandhi 
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A review of SPARKLE 2026: कहते हैं, "कथे को शोभा नहीं, देखे तो
परवाज," It was an amazing, amazing, and very fabulous
program. Every participant was very well-deserving, and
everyone was so happy that they got this opportunity. Best
wishes are with them always. And also, we would like to add
our best wishes to the people who participated, to the
people who organized—please keep doing such great work.
Your efforts are truly inspiring.

Rtn. Baljeet Kaur

Sparkle 2026 was a landmark event for our club. It was a
defining example of what teamwork and dedicated work
can achieve. This event set the standard, being the first
major event of our club, and it truly reflected our vision.
Every small detail showcased the passion of our team.
From the grooming sessions to the grand finale, it was a
beautifully coordinated program. Each member took
ownership of their responsibility and made sure the
event was a grand success. The participation, the
enthusiasm, and the positive response from all the
contestants were truly inspiring and showed the impact
this event created for the Rotary Club of Mumbai Sher-
E-Punjab. On a personal note, this became even more
memorable because it coincided with my birthday. The
thoughtful gesture of celebrating it during the program
and giving me the opportunity to walk the ramp made it
a very special birthday and an unforgettable
experience. Sparkle 2026 was not just an event, but a
celebration of fellowship, talent, and true Rotary spirit.
I feel proud to be part of such a vibrant and committed
club—Rotary Club of Mumbai Sher-E-Punjab.

Rtn. Deepak wadhwa

SPARKLE  2026
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Sparkle was a beautiful organised, inclusive
fashion fundraiser that successfully combined
style with purpose. Open to men and women of 
all ages, the event attracted over 150 enthusiastic
participants and progressed through three well-
managed stages: elimination, semi - finals and
finals. Production values were high, professional
staging, smooth logistics, and strong audience
engagement- which together created a polished,
memorable finance. Must important, SPARKLE
raised valuable funds and heightened community
awareness for early cancer detection, making it
both a meaningful and joyful success.

Rtn. Sunta Bedi

As a member of the Rotary Club of Mumbai
Sher-E-Punjab, I am so proud that we
organized such a grand event for the very first
time. The energy and enthusiasm of all the
participants were absolutely infectious. Every
detail was beautifully organized, and the
highlight of the evening was the ramp walk we
did as a club. We truly enjoyed every step of it,
making this a night we’ll never forget.

Rtn. Inderjeet S Oberoi

SPARKLE  2026
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Category A – Age Group 50+
Sparkling Icon : Dr. Harish Bajaj 

1st Runners Up: S.P. Ahuja  
2nd Runners Up: Naseem Bhaidani  

Sparkling Style: Kavita Hatkar  
Sparkling Confidence: Manisha Jadhav ( 

Beacon of Grace: Aruna Thakkar  
 

Category B – Age Group 31–50
Sparkling: Rachana Iyer  

1st Runners Up: Aishah S.  
2nd Runners Up: Neha Nair  

Sparkling Style: Neha Thakkar  
Sparkling Confidence: Priyanka Juneja  

Category C – Age Group 18–30
Sparkling: Inderveer Oberoi  

1st Runners Up: Neha Vishwakarma  
2nd Runners Up: Harsh Benvanshi    

Sparkling Style: Komal Rathod 
Sparkling Confidence: Anoushka Sinha  

Sparkling Rotarian Male  : J. Ganesh 
Sparkling Rotarian Female  : Kajal Waghela   

SPARKLE 2026
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Flavours of Fellowship

 AASHAYEIN

Masala Bread Upma

👩‍👩‍🍳 Method:
1.Heat oil, add mustard seeds.
2.Add onion + tomato + spices.
3.Toss bread pieces.
4.Cook 2 mins.
👉 Add lemon & coriander for extra taste.

🛒 Ingredients:
3–4 bread slices (cut
pieces)
1 tbsp oil
Mustard seeds
Onion, tomato
Haldi, red chilli powder
Salt
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Contact Rtn. Seema  Bhoocher

Recipe by :
 Rtn. Sehej S Oberoi

Get your recipe featured in next Aashyein Weekly Magazine!

 AASHAYEIN

Masala Bread Upma is a quick and tasty way to use leftover bread. A modern twist on
traditional upma, it is ready in minutes and perfect for breakfast or tea-time. Soft bread

mixed with spicy masala makes it comforting, budget-friendly, and easy to customize with
veggies, cheese, or paneer.
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AASHAYEIN
🎡 The Happy Wheel - Fun Corner

ANSWERS
DO YOU KNOW BIG B??

. In which film did Amitabh Bachchan play the character Subhash Nagre?
👉 Sarkar

2. Which film marked Amitabh Bachchan’s comeback after his financial struggles
in the 1990s?
👉 Mohabbatein

3. In which movie did he play a school principal?
👉 Mohabbatein

4. Which was Amitabh Bachchan’s first film with director Hrishikesh Mukherjee?
👉 Anand

5. Which movie featured Amitabh Bachchan as a strict police officer named Vijay
Khanna?
👉 Zanjeer

6. In which film did Amitabh Bachchan star opposite his real-life wife in a story
about marital relationships in later life?
👉 Silsila

7. Which film features Amitabh Bachchan in the role of a chess master?
👉Wazir

8. In which movie did Amitabh Bachchan play a gangster inspired by The
Godfather style?
👉Sarkar

9. Which film features Amitabh Bachchan as a retired teacher suffering from
Alzheimer’s?
 👉 Black

10. In which film did Amitabh Bachchan play a role named Sikandar?
👉 Muqaddar Ka Sikandar

3rd week February 2026



“Whatever Rotary may mean to
us, to the world it will be known

by the results it achieves.”

Thank you for being a Rotarian

Quote of the Week

 AASHAYEIN

 Aashayein Editorial Board
Rtn. Minishaa I Oberoi 
Rtn. Seema Bhoocher
Rtn. Jotinder S Ahluwalia 
Rtn. Aarti Jadhav 
Rtn. Jasjit Bhatia 
Rtn. Jasbeer Nagi
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